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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Our 25™ Anniversary Year is well under way and hasn’t the time flown!
By the time you read this Fig Tree, plans should be well in hand for our celebratory
dinner by way of a dinner cruise on the Mighty Manning proposed for August 14™
2010. I do hope both current and former members will attend. A good time is assured
and numbers are limited to 50.
Our fundraising continues, with PCYC Markets unfortunately falling by the wayside,
however the Bunnings Barbecues are proving to be successful both financially and socially. Even
though we require one cook, one wrapper, and one cashier at the foodstall at any one time, they do
need a break and volunteers are required to give an hour or so to help out. The task is not at all
onerous.
We have all but completed our check of resources and virtually eliminated the problems which had
arisen.
Research enquiries are frequent and our Researcher, Gloria is doing a sterling job with many
compliments received for her efforts.
Our membership is growing steadily with 164 members at time of writing. To all those new
members, whether local or distant, a hearty welcome!
We recently held a tuitional family history workshop for GTCC Library Staff and this was well
received. It was a forerunner to the special workshops entitled “Skeletons in the Closet” held for
Seniors Week. Such was the popularity that all places were filled and a repeat workshop will be
required.
Heritage Week in April is upon us and a display of all things old and interesting in the Library
Showcase is planned. We have a 1940’s wedding dress together with wedding photo of the day, an
extensive family tree of an early district family together with an historic collection of old photos both
static and slide show. These include early scenes of Taree and area together with well known
personalities and even three generations of a family’s wedding photos.
At a recent Saturday workshop, members were treated to a DVD presentation of “The Floating
Brothel” which was well received and portrayed the harshness of prison sentences in the “Old
Country”, irrespective of age and the transportation of women felons to Australia. Some of these
women enjoyed successful lives in the new Colony with one 12 year old transportee living to a ripe
old age and leaving some 300 descendants! One of our members was delighted to learn of his direct
connection to one of these women and the mention of her name in the film!
On a most serious and disturbing note, some recent disharmony within our Society has been
discussed at a “round table” meeting and has hopefully been satisfactorily resolved. ALL future
grievances or complaints are to be submitted in writing to the Secretary for open discussion and
resolution at a formal meeting. The complainant MUST attend that meeting. This way the grievance
is brought into the open and not subject to a whispering campaign which can get out of proportion.
We are essentially a very happy and co-operative Society and I want it to remain so. Personality
clashes can occur occasionally in any organisation however I am sure we can rise above this.
To all members who are unwell, I wish a speedy recovery and hope to see you soon in our midst.
Those researching family history, HAPPY HUNTING!

Sincerely
George Sawyer
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“Genealogy is like playing Hide and Seek-They hide ......... I seek!”




SOCIETY NEWS

APRIL MEETING: There will be no meeting held in April. The next general meeting will be the
May meeting held on Saturday 15" May at 1.30pm

ILLNESS and CONDOLENCES: To those who are ill or recuperating from an illness, or have lost a family
members, your friends at the society are thinking of you.

EMAIL UPDATES: Members’ notices are sent by email so if you don’t get an email about meetings and
workshops, could you please update your email address by emailing secretary @manningwallambafths.com.au

NEW MEMBERS: Welcome to our new members:
Tim CROSSLEY Ryde; Janice ARENS Old Bar; Kim CUDLIPP Pampoolah; Samuel STEWART Tinonee;
Susanne GRIFFITHS Coopernook; Marlene MASTERS Taree; Graham PATTERSON Briar Hill VIC;
Susanne HEISS Wallabi Pt; Anne ELKS Taree; Ruth WOODWARD Wingham; Dianne GREAVES Taree.
Jill GREEN Wingham, and returning member Sandie BLACKLIDGE Moto

BUNNINGS BARBECUES: Next dates are 20" June, 4™ July, 26™ September and 28" November

PIONEER REGISTER BOOK 3: Forms for Pioneer Register Book 3 are available for download from the
Society Website or can be photocopied from a copy on the Society Noticeboard in the Library.

SILVER ANNIVERSARY: Founding members and several long term members have been asked to
contribute their memories of early days of the Society. These are being published in the Fig Tree during this
year. Events planned for the celebration of 25 years include a Dinner Cruise on the Manning River and a
display of memorabilia in the Taree Library.

LIBRARY DUTY: There are some spaces on the Duty Roster. Why not consider going on duty with a
“buddy” who will help you learn the routine. It is not a difficult or arduous task. If you would like to help with
duty or learn how to, please contact the Librarians.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS: Memberships are due for renewal at the end of June. A renewal
form is attached to this newsletter for members. Please print it, fill it in and return it to the Society.
By-Law 3 a (iii) states “A member shall be deemed unfinancial if fees are not paid by the Annual
General Meeting.” (21% August 2010). Please take a few minutes to complete the Continuous
Improvement Questionnaire to give some guidance for the new executive after the AGM in August.

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS: Attached to this newsletter is a form for this year’s Members Interests.
Please print it, complete it and return by 31* May. Thank you.

RAFFLE: Tickets are now on sale at the Library ($1 each or 6 for $5) for our Silver Anniversary
Raffle. Prizes are Pearls (donated by Joanne Gorton), a voucher for a transcription agent, or a refund
of one fare on The Cruise. If you would like a book please call in at the Library or contact the
Secretary. Drawing will take place on 14™ August.

NEW RESOURCES: Thank you to the Staff of the Greater Taree Library who have purchased
resources at our suggestion. These include the latest publication by Dr CJ Smee “Born in the English
Colony of New South Wales 1788-1800", and a collection of Coronial Inquests. These items will be
shelved in the Library section outside the Society area and will be marked “NOT FOR LOAN™.

“SKELETONS IN THE CLOSET”: The Introductory workshop had 19 participants who were very
interested in learning the “how-to” of tracing their family history. Ten participants then followed up
with the “Hands On” session and caught the “Genealogy Bug”. The next “Hands On” session for
those who did not get to the first will be held on 15" April. Thanks to Danielle of Greater Taree
Library for organising this Seniors Week event.




RESEARCH SERVICE: Research Form can be downloaded from Society website. Initial Research
Enquiry $20.00. Research enquiries will be published in our newsletter ‘Fig Tree’ All correspondence
must be addressed to Secretary, PO Box 48 Taree NSW 2430

UPCOMING EVENTS:
9™ _ 24™ April Heritage Festival
Thursday 15™ April 2™ “Hands-On” session “Skeletons in the Closet”
Saturday 1** May General Workshop
Saturday 15" May General Meeting
Sunday 20" May Barbecue at Bunnings
Saturday 5™ June Workshop
Saturday 19" June General Meeting
Thursday 1% July Membership Renewals Due
Saturday 3 July Workshop
Sunday 4™ July Barbecue at Bunnings

Saturday 14™ August  CRUISE - book early

WHAT KIND OF MEMBER ARE YOU?

From the Journal of the Genealogical Society of Queensland INC Contributed by Tim Crossley

Are you an active member, the kind that would be missed?
Or are you just contented, your name is on the list?

Do you attend the Meetings and mingle with the flock?
Or do you stay away and criticise and knock?

Do you take an active part and help the Club along?
Or are you satisfied to be the kind that just belongs?

Do you push the cause along and really make things tick?
Or leave the work to just a few and talk about "the clique"?

Think this over, Member. You know the right from wrong
Are you an active Member? Or do you just belong?

RESEARCH ENQUIRIES

e Graham Patterson (Victoria) Member No 320 wanting information of John McDONALD
(b c 1806 d 1873) and his daughter Margaret (b c1836 d 1926)

® Wayne O’Brien (WA) wanting information on parents of Henry Arthur O’BRIEN b 1922
Wingham

¢ Lyn Steptoe-Smith requiring contact with other KLUMP/KLUMPP researchers
Margaret Purcell (Sydney) wanting information on Kezia Coromandel CROSSINGHAM
and her family

e Ron Algie (Taree) wanting information on the Algie families in the areas

If you can help with any of these enquiries please contact the Research Officer

“There appears to be lots of dead wood in my Family Tree.”




EDITH JESSIE RICHARDSON 22-7-1884 to 1-7-1964

(Nee Green)

Edie as she was commonly known was born the first child of 12 children of William Henry Green, commonly
known as Harry and Isabella (Mills) Green of Knorrit Flat-Tiri in the Upper Manning, West of Wingham.

A Young Edie in her finery ~ On Brother Archie's horse Edie in the 1960's -aged 80  With close friend Florence Muir

She married William Henry Richardson of Mondrook at his brother Richard's home Mondrook on 24" May
1905. Together they raised 10 children.

Lilian Hazel, known as Hazel

Elizabeth Isabel, known as Betty

Edith Evelyn, known as Evie

Elsie May, known as May

Alice Catherine, known as Cathie

Nellie Madge

Jessie Merle

William Frederick, known as Fred

Cyril Victor John, known as Jack or “Cracker”
Rosemary Margaret

Bill and Edie dairied and grew millet for broom making. Edie took on hard work on the farm as soon as the
older girls were able to take control of the household and tend to the younger children. It was not unusual to
find Edie repairing roads on the property which was known as “Wenonah.” Edie maintained an attractive
garden on the property together with a clay tennis court, the venue for many social tennis games and district
competitions, between local farming community members. The old home has since been demolished.

As years passed and the family matured and left home ( Betty and May became schoolteachers), Bill and
Eadie moved to Church Street Harrington where a house was built on Pilot Hill.

Here they retired and joined the local community, Bill spending much time fishing and bowling. He was a
foundation member of the Harrington Bowling Club. Edie was active in her garden, raising fowls and breeding
Fox Terrier dogs. She attended most dances in the village hall with her close friend Florence Muir, a near
neighbour.

Harrington, being a popular holiday and fishing village, meant that they were never short of visitors for
holidays.

The writer, a Grandson, spent many a school holiday at Harrington and has fond memories of those past days,
particularly before the advent of electricity when the old “Tilly” lamp had to be pumped up, to hiss along during
the night.

Edie recalled nights prawning in the “corner” during the run out tide in the “dark” where a scoop would be set
in a race among the rocks to catch prawns leaving the backwater for the ocean. Prawns would swim down the
race with the run out tide and become trapped. On one such occasion a local male identity became a little too
friendly and she had to warn him off with the gaff she carried to remove any octopus which entered her prawn
scoop!

She told of fears of a Japanese landing during the war years and of strange marks appearing on the beach
overnight, perhaps indicating that they may have come ashore investigating or seeking water.

Their youngest child Rosemary accompanied them to Harrington for some time and at age 18 and whilst
visiting her eldest Sister Hazel at Bulli, was tragically killed in a car accident on 18" August 1947. Edie never
really recovered from the shock of this death.

Edie was seldom idle. If not in her garden she would be in the kitchen or making beautiful poker work woollen
floor rugs. | remember one featuring a large tiger.




Edie and Bill were always supportive of the “underdog” and allowed Gordon Scott a former Harrington
milkman and identity to reside in a small cabin at the rear of their block. Gordon later moved on to become
caretaker of the camping reserve where his residence was the former gaol in which notorious Jimmy Governor
was held at Wingham. This was later removed to Wingham Museum where it is a feature to this day.

| B

Edie at Yanco

Bill and Edie's health gradually deteriorated with Bill passing away 30th March 1960.

Edie spent her declining years with daughters across the State, basing herself mainly with daughter Hazel at
Yanco near Leeton.

Edie passed away 1% July 1964 at Taree and was interred beside Bill at Tinonee Cemetery.
She was indeed a remarkable woman!

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
Price List for Burial Books available through our Society

Prices include postage & handling within Australia

MWFHS members receive 10% discount on all orders

Oxley Island, Mitchells Island, Scotts Creek - 2007 edition Book or CD $20.00
Gilwarra, Taree Estate, Woola - 2008 edition Book or CD $20.00
Tinonee, Bo-Bo, Bight, Murray Hills, Easton, Dunvegan $19.00
Coopernook, Moorland, Harrington $19.00
Lansdowne $17.00
Wingham Anglican [Old Section] $17.00
Wingham - All other Denominations $17.00
Wingham Beams $10.00
Killibakh, Marlee, Woodside $17.00
Redbank $15.00
Failford, Willow Point $15.00
Krambach $15.00
Dawson 1 - Methodist Section $18.00
Dawson 2 - Anglican A - L $18.00
Dawson 3 - Anglican M - Z $18.00
Dawson 4 - Roman Catholic Section $18.00
Dawson 5 - Presbyterian & other Sections $18.00
Dawson 6 - Columbarium, Rose Gardens & Burials from Undertakers Records

& other sources. No Grave Numbers $18.00
Dawson 7 - Lawn Section A - L $15.00
Dawson 8 - Lawn Section M - Z $15.00

Columbariums in Church grounds , Graves on private property, Norwood $15.00

Index, includes Map showing locations of all Greater Taree Council Cemeteries

and Name entries from all above books & their cemetery location $25.00

Forster & Bungwahl Cemetery Transcriptions $13.00

Tuncurry & Coolongolook Cemetery Transcriptions $15.00

Pre 1860 Pioneer Register - Book 1 $32.50 + $10.00 p&p
Pre 1860 Pioneer Register — Book 2 $32.50 + $10.00 p&p
Orders to Secretary PO BOX 48 Taree NSW 2430




Reflections over 25 years as a member of The Manning Wallamba Family History Soc.
Inc. Barbara Waters Member No.160

My interest in family history started with a very old death certificate of my great great
grandfather David Irvine of Dingo Creek. | discovered he had been married three times , | only
knew of his second marriage to Isabella Agnew, | began to ask questions and met with
reluctance to answer them.

| attended the first meeting to form The Manning Wallamba Family History Society at Ormsby
House in 1985. Meetings were later held at Manning Gardens School .| joined the society to
help me with my own research.

The Late Mick Constable was the first president of the Society.

| remember the first Christmas party held in a member’s back yard- this knowledgeable man
talking of Scottish immigration in the Hunter and Manning Valleys.

Workshops were held in members homes and a lot of laughs re “skeletons on the cupboard”
and of course Convicts, these were now fashionable to have on the family tree.

Resources were limited to a few fiche, reference books and the odd microfilm. Trips to use the
IGI were taken to a private library at Port Macquarie. If more information was required you
wrote to the Genealogical Service Centre at Carlingford enclosing one American Dollar noting
the Batch Number. .A NSW certificate then cost $10 without the index Number and $8 with the
Index Number.

The Genealogical Research Directory and Nick Vine Halls book “Tracing your Family History”
were great tools .

Lots of letters written enclosing International Reply Paid coupons with the hope you would
receive a reply. The late Nick Vine Hall's column in the “Land “ newspaper “You Found Who In
Your Family Tree” was another source of information; later journals from other societies and
our own “Fig Tree” contained interesting information.

Trips to Sydney to the State Library, Archives and Society of Genealogists were eye openers,
| remember at The Archives the Archivist apologised that the records | was looking for had not
been microfilmed | was able to handle (with white gloves on) the original documents of land
purchases of my family and letters written to the Colonial Secretary by Major Innes from the
early days of Port Macquarie .

Family Historians continue to share information. We now have a Heritage Section in our library
not a briefcase or a cupboard of earlier years. My family laughed when | was rostered on
"Cupboard Duty” today. We have microfilm for so many records, computers with the world
wide web information a mouse click away and lap tops to use wherever we go but we still have
to double check our information for accuracy.

| have been fortunate to meet many of my extended family that | would never have met without
my interest in family history and share our stories.

Memories of my First Years as a Member of the Manning Wallamba Family History Society,

by Sue Robinson. Member No 127

I first heard that a group was forming in Taree to work on their family histories during 1985. We had just
moved back to the area and my grandparents were giving me information about our family and urging me to
find out more.

So, not knowing what I was letting myself in for, I signed up as one of the first members of the Manning
Wallamba Family History Society in late 1985.




Our first newsletter, “The Fig Tree” was produced in April 1986, after much deliberation about the name. A
couple of alternative suggestions were “The Man-u-Wall” and “The Meander Wall”. Meetings were held at the
Manning Gardens Public School in the evenings and the committee consisted of Mick Constable, Lyn
McMartin and Kaye Skinner. The first local cemeteries were being transcribed under the leadership of Marilyn
Easter (Gill). I can remember meeting with Lyn and the others at one of the cemeteries with my thermos and
biccies, sun hat and lots of enthusiasm.

In September 1986 the venue for our meetings was moved to the GTCC Library premises and we even had our
own research and archival cupboard, (1 only!!) at the library. We had the use of a fiche reader and were
investigating the purchase of a film reader.

In those early days of the society we had to travel a lot to find research facilities. Places we went to were
Newecastle and Sydney and also to a venue in Port Macquarie where we could look at convict indents on fiche.
I’'ll never forget my excitement on finding the indent of my “first convict” Henry Deards. The information was
vivid and very descriptive, telling me he had lots of scars and also a grand total of 16 tattoos over his body,
including hearts, men with guns, hares and foxes, man on horseback and a woman on the inside calf of his left
leg! The trip that day was really worthwhile and all our trips were good fun. We usually made a couple of car
pools for the day with everyone chipping in.

It was great as well to listen to our visiting speakers. Janet Reakes was one of our most popular guests. She
always had interesting information for both experienced researchers as well as raw beginners.

In 1987 the committee consisted of Tony Holland, Anne Calvert, Tina Smithers, Margaret Hooper and
Marilyn Easter, (Gill). Our reference material and micro fiche and film collections were becoming quite
extensive. We had two cupboards!! We raised money by holding street stalls, lamington drives and also bus
trips to places like the Newcastle Library. Members were on duty in the GTCC library for a couple of hours on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

In 1988 at the AGM, President Tony Holland extended our appreciation to the GTCC Library staff for their
cooperation with our group in many areas and for the valuable use of their premises for our research facilities.
Lots of things have changed since our group’s beginnings, but many things remain the same. The hard work
and dedication of members over the last 25 years has maintained the success of our group as a society. We
continue to have fun while working on the serious and contagious business of genealogy, and we continue to
have a mutually beneficial relationship with the GTCC and the library staff. Let’s hope the good work and fun
continues for another 25 years!!

LIBRARIANS’ REPORT:

The journals and magazines have been accessioned and are up to date.
Journals received from: Armidale, Berrima, Cape Banks, Casino, Central Qld, Cessnock, Forbes,
Gloucester, Goulburn, Hervey Bay, Lake Macquarie, Lithgow, National Archives of Australia, Newcastle,
Port Macquarie, Qld FHS, Richmond Tweed, Rookwood - Friends of Rookwood not the actual people in
therel, Scone & Upper Hunter, South Australia Genealogy, South East FHG South Australia, Sunshine
Coast, Wingham Family History Group, Wyong Family History Group, Young & District
Magazine cancelled: British Family Tree as per last meeting
Magazines received: AFTC, Practical Family History, Who Do You Think You Are
3 reference books have been donated:
First Fleeter John Herbert His Life and Times by Cecil Herbert
Banksia Blessings & Reflections by Kenneth Drury
Careys from Clonmel by Max Carey.
A new accession register for 2010 has been started.
A new roster book for the next 2 quarters ( 29™March to 25™September) is in the day cupboard and a
copy of the 2™ quarter is now on the notice board. As usual all help will be greatly accepted for roster
duty, the Society's direct line phone number is included on the roster.
At the last meeting the wishlist was presented and set up on the notice board for the perusal of
members and at this meeting will either be given the go ahead or denial for purchase.
A new Researchers' Register will be in use next week with a different coloured cardboard (orange
rather than the yellow) members just sign in the usual way- nothing has changed there.
A lockable 2 drawer metal filing cabinet was donated by a member and is now in use by the librarians for
storage which now leaves the librarians old space in the day cupboard so it now can be put to better use.




FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30™ JUNE 2009
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MANNING WALLAMBA FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY Inc

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS  2010-2011

MEMBERS’ NAME: MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:
ADDRESS:
TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL:
I give permission for my telephone number/email address to be published in Members’ Interest Directory/MWFHS website.
SIGNED: DATE:
Please print clearly and use correct Chapman Codes

SURNAME GIVEN NAMES TOWN/COUNTRY YEARS




England (ENG) Before 1974:

CHAPMAN CODES

BDF Bedfordshire HRT
BRK Berkshire HUN
BKM Buckinghamshire KEN
CAM Cambridgeshire LAN
CHS Cheshire LET
CON Cornwall LIN
CUL Cumberland LND
DBY Derbyshire MDX
DEV Devonshire NFK
DOR Dorset NTH
DUR Durham NBL
ESS Essex NTT
GLS Gloucestershire OXF
HAM Hampshire RUT
HEF Herefordshire SAL
Wales (WLS) *x

AGY Anglesey DEN
BRE Breconshire FLN
CAE Caernarvonshire GLA
CGN Cardiganshire MER
Scotland (SCT)

ABD Aberdeenshire FIF
ANS Angus (Forfar) INV
ARL Argyllshire KED
AYR Ayrshire KRN
BAN Banffshire KKD
BEW Berwickshire LKS
BUT Bute MLN
CAI Caithness MOR
CLK Clackmannanshire NAI
DFS Dumfriesshire OKI
ELN East Lothian

Channel Isles (CHI)

Hertfordshire
Huntingdonshire
Kent

Lancashire
Leicestershire **
Lincolnshire
London
Middlesex
Norfolk
Northamptonshire
Northumberland
Nottinghamshire
Oxfordshire
Rutland
Shropshire

Denbighshire
Flintshire
Glamorganshire
Merionethshire

Fifeshire
Inverness—-shire
Kincardineshire
Kinross-shire
Kircudbrightshire
Lanarkshire
Midlothian

Moray

Nairnshire

Orkney Isles

ALD Alderney GSY Guernsey

JSY Jersey

Ireland (IRL) :-

CAR Carlow LEX Leix (Queens)

CAV Cavan LIM Limerick

CLA Clare LOG Longford

COR Cork LOU Louth

DON Donegal MAY Mayo

DUB Dublin MEA Meath

GAL Galway MOG Monoghan

KER Kerry OFF Offaly (Kings)

KID Kildare Queens (See Leix)

KIK Kilkenny ROS Roscommon
Kings (see Offaly) SLI Sligo

LET Leitrim TIP Tipperary

Note the two parts of Ireland - IRL and

SOM
STS
SFK
SRY
SSX
WAR
WES
WIL
WOR
YKS
ERY
WRY
NRY
IOW
IOoM

Somerset
Staffordshire

Suffolk

Surrey

Sussex

Warwickshire
Westmorland

Wiltshire
Worcestershire
Yorkshire

East Riding Yorkshire
West Riding Yorkshire
North Riding Yorkshire
Isle Of Wight

Isle Of Man

since changed from LEI to LEC

MON Monmouthshire
MGY Montgomeryshire
PEM Pembrokeshire
RAD Radnorshire
PEE Peebleshire
PER Perthshire
RFW Renfrewshire
ROC Ross & Cromarty
ROX Roxburghshire
SEL Selkirkshire
SHI Shetland Isles
STI Stirlingshire
SUT Sutherland
WLN West Lothian
WIG Wigtownshire
SRK Sark

WAT Watford

WEM Westmeath

WEX Wexford

WIC Wicklow

N.Ireland (NIR) :-

ANT
ARM
DOW
FER
LDY
TYR

Antrim
Armagh

Down
Fermanagh
Londonderry
Tyrone

NIR.




MANNING WALLAMBA FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC
PO Box 48, Taree NSW 2430

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2010/2011

Single $25.00 Family $33.00
Overseas Membership Price on application

NAME: Membership NO:

ADDRESS:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: Receipt No:

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Would you please take a few minutes to complete these questions to give the Management Committee

ideas for future directions of the Society.

Are you renewing your membership? YES ? NO If not, please give reason
A) Completed Research
B) Insufficient time for research
C) No longer interested in Family History
D) Other (please Specify) .....oc.vviriiiiiiiiii e

If you are renewing your membership please give us some ideas/ suggestions for workshops, social

activities, general

Thank you




