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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Welcome to 2019 - THE HISTORY OF TAREE. 

 
Let’s improve on your last years’ effort and find more family. I gained a new lease over our off period and certainly not only found 
new information but went off on different tangents. 
Our members have just completed a very successful senior’s festival programme, A Journey Back In Time more information was 
gathered from those attending. 
I have also just returned from a trip to Tasmania, what wonderful place. 
You gain a lot of what convicts went through especially Sarah Island and Port Arthur not only convict history but more recent and 
most of our group spent time at the reflection pool and café. 
At Port Arthur Australia achieved a first, Point Puer Boys Prison, they were taken out of the adult system and set up in their own 
but were taught life skills and educated (our first tafe) the system worked so well it was adopted worldwide. (so I was informed) 
A fantastic festive party held in December with a long-time Patron and New patron in attendance, a good venue and food, thanks 
to those who organized this event. 
2019 will see changes taking place as we look at upgrading our work area; 
New printer, new monitors and hopefully increased available space for our much used resources. 
New printer installed and members trained. 
Space is starting to open up in our room thanks to our Library Manager Chris Jones 
If you have any ideas then attend our monthly meetings, even if you do not take part in the meeting, you can socialise. 
Please, if you can, put your name down for our Bunning sausage sizzle for 2 hours a bit of work and a lot of socialising. 
If times are difficult, then your friends at the society are there for you. 
Let us not forget those that have retired due to health. 
Some of our members have put their name in for the Councils Heritage group and I wish them well as I believe this an extension 
of our individual work. 
Onwards and upwards lets research 
Ken Beeton 
President 
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NEW MEMBERS:        Welcome to the following new members: Donald Anderson, Carol Clarke,        

Arthur Cooper, Katrina Dorrough, Judith Hall, Stephen Harvey, Val Hayden, Tracey Latham,                       
Julie Anne Lawrence, Barbara North, Judith O’Farrell, Elaine Porter, Kenneth Scope                                        

and Welcome Back to Roslyn Richards and Jillian Green. 

Our Membership now stands at 132 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 
 

GENERAL MEETING:   1.30pm 3rd Saturday of every month except 
   December and January. 
WORKSHOP:                  1.30pm on the 4TH Saturday of every month except 
    December and January. 
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BUNNINGS BAR-B-QUE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBQ’s will be held on the last Sunday of March, May, 

July, September. The next one will be  

Sunday 31st March 2019 

If you are able to spare an hour or two on any of our BBQ 

days, please add your name to the list at the Library or 

email - 

secretary@manningwallambafhs.com.au 

NB: COVERED SHOES MUST BE WORN 

 
 

 Research Service 
 

Research Forms can be 
downloaded from 
Society website. 

 

http:/manningwallambafhs.com.au/ 

 

Initial Research 

Enquiry $20.00 

including up to 

2 hours research and 

limited photocopying, to 

the value of $5.00 

Extra microfilm copying 

$1.00 per page. 

Additional Research 

$10.00 per hour. 

WANTED: ARTICLES FOR THE FIG TREE 
 

As you know the main theme for last year was 
“My Military Ancestor”.   

Thank you to all those who contributed. 
The themes for 2019 are 

 “The History of Taree  
And 

“Family Heirlooms & Treasures” 
 

 

mailto:secretary@manningwallambafhs.com.au


 

 2018 by Graeme Rose “Riot Day“ Parramatta Female 
Factory visit 26th October 

 
 

In 2015 I had previously been to Hambleton 
Cottage & Elizabeth Farm in South Parramatta & 
met Beth Mathews of the Friends of the PFF. 

 

The PFF was built in 1818 in Parramatta on the 
north bank of the Parramatta River which at that 
time was an isolated location but gave the women 
the opportunity to wash clothes for profit & wash 
wool for spinning. 

 
The PFF is currently within the grounds of the  
Cumberland Health Service. The service, in the 
cause of providing its service has renovated most of 
the buildings, even dismantling & amalgamating 
smaller buildings into more useful configurations. 
The Friends of the Parramatta FF have been 
minimally successful in stopping more recent 
wholesale renovations which has resulted in 
strained relations with the health service. The 
Friends of the PFF are permitted one “Riot Day” per 
year with NO entrance to any functioning buildings. 
This day commemorates the women’s riot of 1827 
when they broke out of the gaol & sought food in 
the town. 
Parramatta Female Factory tour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5lyEDBKQds 
Parramatta Orphanage tour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KVX4loq_SE 
When I arrived at 10am the Friends had stalls set 
up on the building veranda & the use of one      

 

minimally renovated lecture room to hold their 
stands & those of other organisations (e.g. State 
Records). 

 
I introduced myself to Beth Mathews & her fellow 

researcher Anne Mathews (no relation). Anne 
email - pamat47@hotmail.com 

 
We spoke of my ancestor Sisley Naughton who had 
been in the PFF from 1839 till 1843 and her  
daughters, who had accompanied her to Australia. 
 https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Naghten-20 

 
 

At 11am we were divided into groups & led on a 
tour around the grounds. 

The 3rd class barracks are still in existence but 
have been renovated into Mental Health 
offices. 

The main building with the clock tower (picture 
below) is an amalgamation of 2 earlier 
buildings, however, still shows the convict 
stonework. 

Some of the wall around the PFF is still 
standing however some of the capping 
stones have been removed allowing water 
into the stonework. 

A low commemorative wall has been erected 
by the Friends of the PFF. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5lyEDBKQds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KVX4loq_SE
mailto:pamat47@hotmail.com
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Naghten-20


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Many young English men joined the British army as a means of employment. Abraham Jarrett, born in 
Tudeley Kent was one of them. He married Anne Wilbore at Hinkley Leistershire in 1817. and by 1819 he 
had enlisted in the 57th Middlesex Regiment of Foot for an indefinite period. Along with Anne and baby 
Elizabeth he was deployed to Ireland in an attempt to subdue the wayward Irish. The family was stationed 
at various army barracks where Anne was required to do menial tasks. Three more children were born 
during this time with only one, Thomas, surviving. 
In 1825 Abraham received orders to join a detachment of the 57th Regiment to escort 180 prisoners from 
prison hulks to the convict ship “England” which left Portsmouth in April 1825. Presumably Anne and three 
children were among the passengers, the youngest being baby John, my g.g.grandfather who was born in 
Chatham in 1824. 
On arrival at Port Jackson in August 1825, the convicts were escorted to Parramatta, Liverpool or Windsor 
barracks. The soldiers were obliged to guard convicts, capture escapees, construct fortifications, attend  to 
fires and executions, settle uprisings, provide guard duties, gold escorts and mounted police duties. Their 
families mostly remained with them at the barracks. 
Abraham was on duty in Sydney until he embarked on the brig “Amity” for the early penal colony at 
Moreton Bay under the control of the infamous Captain Logan who was known for his cruelty to both soldier 
and convict. Not surprisingly Logan was murdered under suspicious circumstances. He was replaced by 
Captain Clunie who ran a more humane penal colony. Abraham then moved to various barracks around 
Sydney, when sons George and Charles were born. The youngest Jarrett child, Harriett, was born at 
Moreton Bay during Abraham's second appointment there.. 
The 57th Regiment was sent to India but Abraham was allowed to remain in Australia, so transferred to the 
17th Leicestershire Regiment from which he retired in 1833. It would appear that he stayed in Sydney 
employed as a constable, as he is listed on the police salary records. Meanwhile Elizabeth his eldest 
daughter, married John Lane, a convict, at Parramatta, in 1827. John and two other convicts had been 
assigned to travel with Alan Cunningham on several of his explorations. John, as a boot and shoe maker by 
trade, was also literate and able to keep the horses and equipment in good shape . For his faithful service 
Cunningham brought forward his ticket of leave and arranged for a 10 pounds gratuity. 
Abraham's sons George, Thomas and John had moved to the Wollombi district where they set up shops in 
the expanding district now opened up by the convict-built Great North Road. 
Abraham, Anne and Harriett moved to Queanbeyan where Abraham was one of seven police constables. It 
is likely that he was also a gold escort as there are records of his uncollected mail at various places. 
Harriett married the most eligible man in Queanbeyan. He had found a substantial amount of gold and was 
also the local brewer. Alfred Bradbury learned his trade in England. He built large premises near the river, 
“XXXX” was his brand. He was instrumental in building the local race track. This led to his demise. He was a 
pauper when he was found dead in an inn. Before Alfred's untimely death in 1866, Abraham had died at 
the age of 59. He had been the oldest resident in the town. He was greatly respected and the church bell 
tolled in his honour. His remains were interred at the local cemetery. Unfortunately this was eroded by a 
severe flood which washed away coffins and bones. 
Anne, now widowed, moved to the Richmond River to join her cedar-getting sons, John and Charles. She is 
buried in the Ballina Pioneer cemetery. Her death was the result of severe burns. After a long, harsh life, 
she died an unfortunate death. Her widowed daughter Harriet remarried and remained in Sydney. 
The Jarrett’s were among the earliest inhabitants of Australia and have left many descendants to enjoy the 
labours of those who have made the country what it is today. 
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PRIVATE ABRAHAM JARRETT 
57th REGIMENT of FOOT [1798-1858]. 

Joan Ransom 



 

 
 
 

(6053) Registrar General’s Office 

Sydney, 15th September, 1884. 

TRADE-MARK¹ 
 
 
 

Submitted by Ken Beeton 

  It is hereby notified that Mr. George Saxby, of Taree, Manning River, has, in pursuance of the  4th section of the 

Trade-marks Act, 28 Vic.. No. 9 applied to register a Trademark of the following  description, viz:- The monogram 

“GS” with the work “Trade” to the left and Mark “to the right,- copies of which may be seen at this Office , and 

which Trademark is intended by the said Mr. George Saxby, to be applied to bottles containing Cordials. 

 
Notice is hereby given that unless it be shown to my satisfaction before the expiration of fourteen days from 

the publication hereof, that such Trademark has been previously registered, or that some other person is  

entitled to such Trademark, or that such Trademark is so like some other Trademark that it may be mistaken 

for the same, a certificate will, in pursuance of the provisions of the said Act, be  issued to Mr. George Saxby, 

certifying that he is entitled to the use of the same. 

E.G. WARD, 

Registrar General 
 

Source: 

¹New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832-1900), Tuesday 16 September 1884. (No.471), page 6232. 
 

Source: https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx? 
 
 

 
ANGORA RABBITS BANNE 

Submitted by Ken Beeton 
 

Gloucester Advocate (NSW: 1905 – 1954) 
Tuesday 22 October 1929, page 4 
 

‘M.R. Times’ : Mr. H. Beeton, who has taken a great interest in the Angora rabbit fur industry which has come 
into prominence in England and the Continent during the last few months, obtained three of these and brought 
them to Taree for experimental purposes.  However, he received word that he would either have to kill them or 
sell them, as it was illegal to have them in this district.  He chose the latter and disposed of them in Sydney for 
£1’ each.  It appears that around Sydney has been declared an area where the rabbits can be kept.  It is rather 
hard on our energetic townsman who went to the trouble and expense of taking the initiative’ to test the worth 
of this possible new industry.  ‘?? 
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                          TAREE—PETITION FOR A MUNICIPALITY¹ 
 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 

Sydney, 17th September, 

1884. 

 

 
Submitted by Ken Beeton 

 

HIS Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, directs 

The publication, in accordance with the “Municipalities Act of 1867”, of the substance and prayer 

of a Petition addressed to His Excellency and signed by sixty-two persons, praying that their 

locality therein described may be erected into a Municipality under the name of the “Municipal 

District of Taree”. 

ALEX STUART. 

 
The Petitioners state that they are persons who, upon an incorporation, would be liable to be 

assessed for Municipal rates in respect of property or household residence. 

 
That the population of the proposed Municipality is not less than 500 and the area thereof is 

about 1 mile square. 

 
That the following are the boundaries proposed, viz:- 

 
County of Macquarie, Manning River: Bounded on the north-east by the bridge over Brown's 

Creek; thence along that creek to the Manning River; thence along that river west and south to the 

Church of England, and from the Church of England and Parsonage premises and along Mrs. Flett’s 

paddock fence north-westerly to the corner of the government Road; and thence by that road to 

the point of         commencement. 

 
And the Petitioners humbly pray “That your Excellency will be pleased to cause the prayer and 

sub- stance of this Petition to be published in the usual way, and the necessary proclamation to 

be made declaring the township of Taree, as contained within the proposed boundaries, a 

Municipality under the name of the Municipal District of Taree.” 

 
(The signatures to the above Petition will be found in Gazette No. 475,, of 1884, page 6285) 
 

Source: 

¹ New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW L 1832—1900), Tuesday 7 October 1884 (No.512), page  
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AVIATlON LANDING GROUND 
Submitted by Ken Beeton 

 

 

 

Manning River Times and Advocate for the Northern Coast Districts of New South Wales 

(Taree, NSW : 1898 - 1954), Wednesday 4 September 1929, page 2 

 

lN STEP WITH PROGRESS 

 

AVIATlON LANDING GROUND FOR TAREE MR. BEETON'S GENEROUS HELP. 

 

SELECTED SITE CONSIDERED TO MAKE LARGEST & BEST ON NORTH COAST. TENDERS TO BE CALLED 

FOR CLEARING. 

 

For some considerable period the remark has been common that it was time Taree people did something 

towards establishing a landing ground for aeroplanes in the vicinity of the town. We understand that a 

definite move has now been made. Mr. H. Beeton, snr., who has always been a very keen believer in the 

good agricultural associations do to a district, and has on more than one occasion assisted the M.R.A. and 

H. Association with money and novel attractions! for the annual show, is the gentleman who is due for 

thanks in bringing the much-desired necessity a stage nearer materialisation. In collaboration with some 

of the show officials and leading townsmen, he has made the suggestion that the back paddock of the 

show ground, together with a portion of his land adjoining on the south-west, he selected as the site. On 

Monday afternoon an inspection was made, when the party consisted of Captain Follett (N.S.W. Aero 

Club), Capt. Reid (engineer for the Shell Co.), Mr. Cyril Cooper (district representative of the Shell Co.), 

Mayor W. P. Chapman, Aid. S. A. Bridge, Messrs H. Beeton, snr., H. Beeton, jnr., and C. A. Jackson 

(secretary of the M.R.A. and H. Association). By taking in about 25 acres of Mr. Beeton's property and 

putting it with the show committee's paddock there will be an area of some 75 acres. After making a 

thorough inspection Captain Follett expressed the opinion that if it was cleared and improved there would 

be no larger or better landing ground for most classes of aeroplanes on the whole of the North Coast. It 

was very convenient to the principal town on the Manning, while the landing ground at Mondrook was 

seven miles out and a ferry had to be crossed, which made it Very inconvenient for airmen who wished 

to come to town for the night, or on business, if the area was cleared and grubbed, the N.S.W. Aero Club 

would make re presentations to the civil aviation people to have- the ground recognised and registered as 

an aerial ground for Taree. Mr. Beeton was agreeable to give the use of the ground, and he empowered 

Mr. Jackson to call tenders for the clearing of his portion at his own expense. This is a very fine offer on 

the part of Mr. Beeton, and one highly appreciated by all who have the progress of the town of Taree at 

heart Captain Follett indicated that if the ground was cleared in all probability the club would inaugurate 

an aerial derby for the annual- show and at week-ends aerial pageants could be arranged. It was, stated 

that members of the N.S.W. Aero Club could leave Sydney at mid-day on a Saturday and arrive at Taree 

in 2.25 hours. While here they would give an aerial pageant and return home on Sunday afternoon. Mayor 

Chapman also promised that citizens would give the movement all possible assistance. 
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Bobby Mann’s 90th Party 
Submitted by Vicki Fletcher 

 

On 3rd November 2018 there was a small gathering of people at the old Darawank School on Mann’s Road, Darawank. 
The occasion was a 90th birthday party for one of our members, Bobby Mann. Bobby attended the small Darawank 
School from 1938 to 1944. The school closed 60 years ago in 1958 so it was fitting to have the celebration at the school 
with some other former students in attendance. The building is now owned by a local photographer who has kept the 
inside much as it was in 1958. He has even kept the blackboard in place at the front of the classroom. The ex-students 
present wrote their names on the board along with the years they attended the school. 
Bobby has spent a lot of time researching the school’s history which he displayed around the walls of the school on the 
day. The attendees enjoyed looking at old photographs of the 
school, its students and local families along with articles about 
the school.  Two cakes were cut on the day. One for Bobby’s 
birthday and another for the school which was cut by Bobby and 
the eldest ex-student attending, Olive Storey (nee Hoy). 
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2018 
Our Christmas lunch was held at Taree Leagues Club on Sunday 2 December. A tasty two course meal 
was enjoyed by 27 members including our patrons Lyn McMartin her husband Keith and   
Graham Brown and his wife Ruth. 
Many members joined in our blue theme and brought an item they hoped would become a family 
heirloom. 
Thank you to Lorraine Martin for her assistance and to Vicki Fletcher for the photographs.  

Pam Jarman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NEW ACQUISITIONS 

 
The following items are now available to assist you in your research and can be found in 
the Society’s Resource Room… 

 

Irish Convicts Hulk & Voyages to NSW 1823-37 Floating Prisons CON-029 R 

Taylor Emma 1886 (Death Certificate) DC:399 R 

Elliott Mary 1835 (Death Certificate) DC:400 R 

Elliott Hugh-Leggett Mary 1874 (Marriage Certificate) MC:181 R 

Lucknow, A veritable Goldmine DH:154 R 

Manning Valley Broadcasting Voice in the Air DH:155 R 

Comboyne Plateau, Together in this Jungle Scrub DH:156 R 

West Pennant Hills Valley, The Settlers of 1799 onwards DH:157 R 

Elands Alternative Community 1970-1995 DH:158 R 

Nepean District Veteran Michael Long DH:159 R 

Harrington, History of Harrington to 1951 DH:160 R 

Richardson, Jessie Merle 1919-2003 (Sawyer) FH:364 R 

Sawyer Jack 1917-2002 (known as Sao) FH:365 R 

Prospect St. Bartholomew’s Fun, Death Notices NP:181 R 
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